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Maximum score on Army Alpha is 212 points. Over 135 is
excellent, 105-13^43 good, and 45-104 is fair. Nearly all officers
rated above 105; enlisted men averaged a little below 60.
Army Beta also is" a paper and pencil test, but directions are
given by pantomime or demonstration. It includes tracing a line
through mazes, counting blocks in given piles, completing pat-
terns of X's and O's, substituting symbols for numbers, noting
similarities and differences in two sets of figures, completing pic-
tures by supplying parts omitted, and solving simple geometrical
puzzles. While Army Beta did not test exactly the same abilities
as the verbal Alpha test, it helped discover men of good intelli-
gence whose Alpha performance was bad because they lacked
schooling or command of the English language.
More than a million and a half recruits took the Alpha test in
1918 and several thousand took the Beta. The tests helped
enormously to separate satisfactory from unsatisfactory soldiers.
At the same time they supplied psychologists with valuable in-
formation about intelligence and its testing. Shortly after the war
many other group tests were devised; they have come to be used
widely in schools and in business and industry.
When the draft began before we entered World War II, Army
Alpha and Army Beta were supplanted by the General Classifi-
cation test. Only three types of problems are included: arith-
metic, vocabulary, and cube analysis or block counting. This
general ability test is supplemented by various special aptitude
tests whose exact nature is not yet disclosed.
How Good Are Intelligence Tests?
Whether or not intelligence tests really measure mental ability
was hotly disputed in the years just after Binet's tests appeared.
Scores of psychologists checked the validity of I.Q. ratings by
looking for answers to these questions: Do teachers3 estimates of
students' ability agree with test scores? Do children who excel in